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HOW TO CHANGE TO PASSIVE
	Active
	Passive

	Subject
	Object

	Object
	Subject

	Verb
	Past Participle Form

	Helping verb
	carries the tense of the active sentences

	Verb to be
	comes between the main verb and the helping verb. We use being for continuous tenses and been for present and past perfect tenses.



In a passive sentence, If we want to mention what caused or who did the action, we use the agent (by...........)
Active: Charles Dickens writes a novel
Passive: A novel is written by Charles Dickens.
The Simple Present Passive:
 (
a
m/is/are
 + verb3 (past participle)
)Active: The man waters the flowers every evening.
Passive: The flowers are watered by the man every evening.
Active: Helen doesn't drink anything in parties.
Passive: Nothing is drunk by Helen in parties.
Active: Who sells umbrellas?
Passive: Who are umbrellas sold by?
Active: My mother doesn't paint the walls.
Passive: The walls aren't painted by my mother.

Put the following sentences into passive voice.

1. Many people read this writer's book.   .........................................................................................................................
2. What kind of movies do you like? .........................................................................................................................
3. The woman milks the cows every morning. .........................................................................................................................
4. Burt never understands the new director. .........................................................................................................................







5. Doesn't Mrs. Conrad eat any meat when she is on a diet? .........................................................................................................................
6. Does Mrs. Allison make tea in the evenings? .........................................................................................................................
7. Charlotte doesn't do homework at weekends. .........................................................................................................................
8. Her husband loves her and she loves her husband. .........................................................................................................................
9. Hillary is a careful student. She doesn't make any mistakes. .........................................................................................................................
10. The man carries the furniture carelessly. .........................................................................................................................
11. Does the mechanic check the brakes regularly? .........................................................................................................................
12. 	The American people elect the members of Congress. .........................................................................................................................
13. Do the burglars see the police behind the old building? .........................................................................................................................
14. Do they teach all foreign languages at this school?	 .........................................................................................................................
15. Do you take your medicine every three hours? .........................................................................................................................
16. Arnold shows us his pictures after the trip. .........................................................................................................................
17. My brother never shows me his mistakes. .........................................................................................................................
18. Mrs. Cobb spends a lot of money when she goes to the supermarket. .........................................................................................................................
19. My wife gives me a cup of coffee every night. .........................................................................................................................
20. Don't the students clean the classroom when it is dirty? .........................................................................................................................
21. 	Who sells vegetables?  .........................................................................................................................
22. 	Which lessons do you like at school? .........................................................................................................................
23. 	They deliver the parcels every week. .........................................................................................................................
24. 	He doesn't criticise the teachers. .........................................................................................................................
25. Oliver tells them the solution. .........................................................................................................................
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The Simple Past Passive
 (
was
/
we
re
 + verb3 (past participle)
)Active: The teacher corrected the mistakes.
Passive: The mistakes were corrected by the teacher.
Active: Did the little boy sell all the flowers? 
Passive: Were all the flowers sold by the little boy?
Active: Lewis didn't eat any oranges. 
Passive: No oranges were eaten by Lewis.
Active: She didn't give the purse. 
Passive: The purse wasn't given by her.
Put the following sentences into passive voice.
1. Who brought this book? .........................................................................................................................
2. How did they steal her car? .........................................................................................................................
3. The children rang the bell a few minutes ago. .........................................................................................................................
4. The passengers forgot the whole story in a few days. .........................................................................................................................
5. Did the president make an important speech last night? .........................................................................................................................
6. The police didn't question him very closely. .........................................................................................................................
7. The wild animals killed two men yesterday. .........................................................................................................................
8. Didn't Nick invite everybody to his birthday? .........................................................................................................................
9. We read the books, but we didn't understand anything. .........................................................................................................................
10. When did they see the thieves in Ankara? .........................................................................................................................
11. They searched their house and found a number of stolen articles. .........................................................................................................................
12. Didn't the director tell you to be here by nine o'clock? .........................................................................................................................
13. Why didn't she buy that car? .........................................................................................................................
14. Where did Diana lose her purse? .........................................................................................................................
15. Which medicine did the little girl swallow? .........................................................................................................................
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Present Continuous Passive:

 (
a
m
/is/are
 
+ 
being 
+ 
verb3 (past participle)
)

Active: The cat is eating the meat.
Passive: The meat is being eaten by the cat.
Active: Mr. Porter is measuring the room.
Passive: The room is being measured by Mr. Porter.
Active: What is he doing at the moment?
Passive: What is being done by him at the moment?
Put the following sentences into passive voice.
1. The naughty child is tearing the new books. .........................................................................................................................
2. Is the detective following the burglars? .........................................................................................................................
3. My sister isn't making a cake in the kitchen. She is in her room now. .........................................................................................................................
4. Who is looking after these children? .........................................................................................................................
5. Where are the children eating the apples? .........................................................................................................................
6. Larry and Stanley are washing the car. .........................................................................................................................
7. Is Sally bringing her toys for her friends? ......................................................................................................................... 
8. Our teacher isn't handing out the exam papers.  .........................................................................................................................
9. What kind of a car Mr. Dickens driving? .........................................................................................................................
10. What is Tom looking for under the bed? .........................................................................................................................
11. They are producing the new cars in Bursa. .........................................................................................................................
12. Are Robert and Brian doing the exercises correctly? .........................................................................................................................
13. Is your mother cooking the dinner in the kitchen now? .........................................................................................................................
14. Who is checking the passports? .........................................................................................................................
15. [bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Are they helping her in English?  .........................................................................................................................
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 (
was/were
 + 
being
 + verb3 (past participle)
)The Past Continuous Passive:



Active: The boy was throwing the stone. 
Passive: The stone was being thrown by the boy.
Active: What was he writing on the desk?
Passive: What was being written by him on the desk?
Active: My father wasn't carrying my bag. 
Passive: My bag wasn't being carried by my father.
Put the following sentences into passive voice. 
1. Who was expecting a letter?  .........................................................................................................................
2. The cook wasn't roasting the meat. .........................................................................................................................
3. Was the girl wearing a blue dress? .........................................................................................................................
4. The women were cleaning all the carpets.  .........................................................................................................................
5. They were throwing stones at the dogs. .........................................................................................................................
6.  Who was taking care of the baby? .........................................................................................................................
7. Why were the students picking the flowers? .........................................................................................................................
8. The gardener was watering the flowers when I came home. .........................................................................................................................
9. Were they painting the door when the accident happened? .........................................................................................................................
10. The police were stopping cars and buses when we arrived there. .........................................................................................................................
11. While they were drinking tea, their grandmother was making the beds. .........................................................................................................................
12. While I was repairing the old radio, my father was washing the car. .........................................................................................................................
13. Somebody was opening the door. .........................................................................................................................
14. He was washing his car. .........................................................................................................................
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Present Perfect Passive:
 (
have/has
 + been + verb3 (past participle)
)


Active: They have cleaned the library.
Passive: The library has been cleaned by them.
Active: Simon has read a short story.	
Passive: A short story has been read by Simon.	
Active: Haven't they painted the house yet?	
Passive: Hasn't the house been painted yet?
Put the following sentences into passive voice.
1. Her mother has cooked the meal well. .........................................................................................................................
2. They haven't sent the children into the garden. .........................................................................................................................
3. Has the surgeon performed the operation? .........................................................................................................................
4. The old man hasn't watched the match. .........................................................................................................................
5. Has the manager signed the paper? .........................................................................................................................
6. Has Alvin arranged the new exercises? .........................................................................................................................
7. I haven't bought the old carpets. .........................................................................................................................
8. The teacher hasn't punished the lazy students. .........................................................................................................................
9. The farmers have taken the sheep to the market. .........................................................................................................................
10. They have celebrated the great victory. .........................................................................................................................
11. Mary has known Helen since 1990. .........................................................................................................................
12. The painters have painted the walls, but they haven't painted the doors yet. .........................................................................................................................
13. They have captured the lion in the forest. .........................................................................................................................
14. She hasn't understood why the detectives have stopped her. .........................................................................................................................
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Present Perfect Passive:
 (
had
 + been + verb3 (past participle)
)


Active: The brave men had defended the city.
Passive: The city had been defended by the brave men.
Active: The little girl had broken the window.	
Passive: The window had been broken by the little girl.
Active: Had Dorothy solved the problems?	
Passive: Had the problems been solved by Dorothy.
Put the following sentences into passive voice.

1. She had taken the books from the table secretly. .......................................................................................................................
2. Dr. Barnard had performed the first heart transplant operation. .........................................................................................................................
3. Had Ann criticized the new serial on TV? .........................................................................................................................
4. The fanners raised animals after they had got the credit. .........................................................................................................................
5. They hadn't taken the injured man to hospital. .........................................................................................................................
6. Mary had received the cheque just in time. .........................................................................................................................
7. The inspector had inspected the officers. .........................................................................................................................
8. Who had designed the plan of that villa? .........................................................................................................................
9. Hadn't you given the money back? .........................................................................................................................
10. The burglars hadn't robbed the bank because the police had caught them just in time.  .........................................................................................................................
11. Mr. Huggard had found his keys before we arrived .........................................................................................................................
12. The engineers had completed the new bridge before the end of the year .........................................................................................................................
13. They had sold coal by the ton .........................................................................................................................
14. Has the Minister granted you an interview? .........................................................................................................................
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The Simple Future Passive:       
 (
will
 + be + verb3 (past participle)
)


Active: We will take the horses to the stable.
Passive: The horses will be taken to the stable.
Active: Will the manager sign the contract tomorrow
Passive: Will the contract be signed by the manager tomorrow?
A.      Put the following sentences into passive voice.
1. Will you post those letters tomorrow? .........................................................................................................................
2. The tourists won't visit the historical monuments tomorrow. .........................................................................................................................
3. The host will offer a drink to the doctor. .........................................................................................................................
4. Nobody will change the rules without careful thought. .........................................................................................................................
5. She won't buy aspirin without a doctor's prescription .........................................................................................................................

(be) going to:
 (
am/is/are
 + going to + be + verb3
 (past participle)
)

Active: My friends are going to invite me.
Passive: I am going to be invited by my friends.
Active: Is the government going to build a new factory here?
Passive: Is a new factory going to be built here by the government?
B.   Put the following sentences into passive voice.
1. Helen is going to sew a new dress for her mother. .........................................................................................................................
2. Is Parliament going to pass an effective law against the inflation? .........................................................................................................................
3. The President is going to express his point of view in very few words. .........................................................................................................................
4. The students are going to make an experiment next week. .........................................................................................................................
5. Is the boss going to employ another secretary? .........................................................................................................................
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	may, must, can, could
ought to, should, (have to/ has to)
	+  be + verb3 + (past participle)



Active: Our English teacher may give an exam today.                                          Passive: An exam may be given by our English teacher today.
Active: Do you have to pay the bill before leaving the restaurant?                        Passive: Does the bill have to be paid before leaving the restaurant?           
Active: Jennifer can give them some information about the ruins.                         Passive: Some information can be given about the ruins by Jennifer.                       
                                               (or) 
                They can be given some information about the ruins by Jennifer.
Active: How can I carry these heavy suitcases?                                                Passive: How can these heavy suitcases be carried?
Active: You must obey the traffic rules.                                                          Passive: The traffic rules must be obeyed.
Put the following sentences into passive voice.
1. You may forget the irregular verbs quickly.  ...................................................................................................................................
2. They can fill their baskets with apples.	...................................................................................................................................
3. How can she answer your questions? ...................................................................................................................................
4. Must the students bring their homework on Tuesday? ...................................................................................................................................
5. Everybody should help old people. ...................................................................................................................................
6. They have to win this match. ...................................................................................................................................
7. Susan could solve the difficult problems easily. ...................................................................................................................................
8. Should the referee cancel the match? ...................................................................................................................................
9. Richard is on a diet. He ought to eat less carbohydrates. ...................................................................................................................................
10. They can't persuade her now. ...................................................................................................................................
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A. 	Put the following sentences into passive voice.
1. Nobody has answered my questions. ...................................................................................................................................
2. We use this room only for important meetings. ...................................................................................................................................
3. Controls will reduce the cost of living soon. ...................................................................................................................................
4. Michael made the room very attractive. ...................................................................................................................................
5. Didn't Betty tidy her room yesterday? ...................................................................................................................................
6. They mustn't pick the flowers in the park. ...................................................................................................................................
7. Sally has drunk a glass of milk and has eaten a few apples. ...................................................................................................................................
8. Do many students use the school library? ...................................................................................................................................
9. They do not admit children under twelve. ...................................................................................................................................
10. How many goals has Maradona scored for his team? ...................................................................................................................................
11. What do you usually do when you are broke? ...................................................................................................................................
12. My father brought the meat and my mother cooked the vegetables. ...................................................................................................................................
13. Does the milkman bring the milk to their house everyday? ...................................................................................................................................
14. They are going to continue their policy in the future. ...................................................................................................................................
15. The company didn't fire the new workers. ...................................................................................................................................
16. Someone has left this dictionary in the library today. ...................................................................................................................................
17. Had the polite recorded all the robbery reports? ...................................................................................................................................
18. Where has she seen the wolf? ...................................................................................................................................
19. Nobody can solve this problem. ...................................................................................................................................
20. What were the students writing when the teacher came in? ...................................................................................................................................
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21. The candidates have to answer those questions in two hours. ...................................................................................................................................
22. Factories are using a lot of electricity and they pay a lot of money for it. ...................................................................................................................................
23. We must study that subject harder or we can't understand it. ...................................................................................................................................
24. Students may not bring calculators into the examination hall. ...................................................................................................................................
25. Have you stamped all the postcards? ...................................................................................................................................
26. When were they correcting the mistakes? ...................................................................................................................................
27. How could they rescue the children? ...................................................................................................................................
28. All scientists are trying to find new sources of energy. ...................................................................................................................................
29. The governor congratulated the teachers. ...................................................................................................................................
30. Will Mr. Carter visit the ancient ruins next week? ...................................................................................................................................
31. a) She invited me.	b) They saw us.     c) We helped them.                                            a) ........................      b) ....................       c) ..........................
32. The little boy had polished my shoes before I left the Grand Hotel. ...................................................................................................................................
33. Someone broke into his house and stole a lot of things. ...................................................................................................................................
34. Can a computer do all this work in five minutes'? ...................................................................................................................................
35. Susan ironed her dress and cleaned her shoes. ...................................................................................................................................
36. Paul borrowed a lot of books from the library. ...................................................................................................................................
37. Why didn't Mrs. Nolan prepare the room for the guests? ...................................................................................................................................
38. The police arrested the men because they stole seven carpets from the mosque. ...................................................................................................................................
39. They heat their buildings by central heating. ...................................................................................................................................
40. Her father mends the chairs and tables twice a year. ...................................................................................................................................
41. Do the students memorize a lot of dialogues during the year? ...................................................................................................................................
42. Do they use milk for making butter and cheese? ...................................................................................................................................
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43. Jack fell into the water because somebody pushed him. ...................................................................................................................................
44. Mr Steele taught her French and gave her a dictionary. ...................................................................................................................................
45. How had they made the salad and cooked the meals? ...................................................................................................................................
46. Do we have to practise the new words in the class? ...................................................................................................................................
47. You must look up the meanings of the new words in dictionaries. ...................................................................................................................................
48. How often does your mother clean the house? ...................................................................................................................................
49. A huge wave overturned the little boat. ...................................................................................................................................
50. They had promised us higher wages. ...................................................................................................................................
51. If that man didn't warn you, they would kill you. ...................................................................................................................................
52. Millions of people are watching this football match at the moment. ...................................................................................................................................
53. He has taught her English since last year. ...................................................................................................................................
54. George didn't eat all the biscuits yesterday. ...................................................................................................................................
55. Will the teacher give the examination results soon? ...................................................................................................................................
56. People say that lemons are good for health. ...................................................................................................................................
57. Some people believe that love means being tolerant. ...................................................................................................................................
58. They said that sugar and flour are fattening. ...................................................................................................................................
59. The people say that Mustafa Kemal Atatürk was a great leader. ...................................................................................................................................
60. Everybody thinks that he is a very good engineer. ...................................................................................................................................
61. They should keep this medicine out of the reach of children. ..................................................................................................................................
62. I would like someone to correct me if I make a mistake. ..................................................................................................................................
63. What kind of refreshments does your mother make for visitors? ...................................................................................................................................
64. What kind of clothes must we wear in summer? ...................................................................................................................................
65. Kurt Cobain has left Love Courtney. ...................................................................................................................................
66. They never forget The Beatles. ...................................................................................................................................
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B.	Supply the correct Passive form of the verbs in brackets.
1. The following points..................... (keep) in mind.
2. The boss is very angry, but he..................... (persuade) soon.
3. It..................... (believe) that the explosion had been caused by a mine.
4. The car..................... (check) before it is started.
5. A lot of shoppers..................... (attract) as soon as it advertised the sale in all the newspapers. 
6. It..................... (believe) that the wedding rings bring good luck.
7. The baby..................... (bore) in a taxi on the way to the hospital.
8. Please hold his arm while he..................... (inject).
9. When food..................... (take) into a living body, it is first digested.
10. The answers..................... (write) in ink.
11. David..................... (not give) a raise because he doesn't deserve one.
12. If the medicine..................... (take) by Betty, she would have been cured by it.
C.	 Answer the following questions. Give complete and correct answers in passive form.
1. Have you ever been given a present? ..........................................
2. Have you ever been scolded by your father? ...............................
3. Who are the letters brought by everyday? ...................................
4. What is usually sold in supermarkets? ........................................
5. What is needed to make a cake? ................................................
6. Which sports are played best by you? ........................................
7. Which foreign languages have been taught in your school? ..........................................................................................
8. What kind of things are usually done by your family at weekends? ........................................................................................................
9. What is usually done by you in your spare time? ........................................................................................................
10. What kind of things are you frightened by? .........................................................................................................
11. How are special days celebrated by you? .........................................................................................................
12. Are quizzes or exams liked by students? Why? .............................................................................................................
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D.	Put the following sentences into active voice.
1. The dishes are being washed by the old woman. .............................................................................................................
2. Was the new bus brought by the driver last week? .............................................................................................................
3. The naughty boy was punished by his father yesterday. .............................................................................................................
4. The workers were promised an increase in their salaries. .............................................................................................................
5. Has Sarah been sent to bed by the doctor? .............................................................................................................
6. A new factory is being built next to their house. .............................................................................................................
7. These letters should be posted today. .............................................................................................................
8. Will the new hospital be completed before the end of the year? .............................................................................................................
9. Can the car be cleaned before they travel? .............................................................................................................
10. The money had been stolen by the workers. .............................................................................................................
11. The first prize was won by Mrs. Goldstein. .............................................................................................................
12. Books shouldn't be thrown away after being read. .............................................................................................................
13. Yesterday my pen was taken, I hope it will be returned soon. .............................................................................................................
14. Which play is going to be performed by them next week? .............................................................................................................
15. That book might have been written by her teacher. .............................................................................................................
16. A new library is going to be designed in San Francisco. .............................................................................................................
17. Mary and Helen are being followed by a strange man. .............................................................................................................
18. Has the date of the examination been changed by the teacher? .............................................................................................................
19. She has been accused of stealing the bracelet by her neighbour. .............................................................................................................
20. Some old carpets were being sold when we were there .............................................................................................................
21. Where was your summer holiday spent? .............................................................................................................
22. What will be eaten for lunch by you? .............................................................................................................
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